THE  WAR PERIOD
that they did not know where he stood. Relations between
them became strained. He still retained his position on the
Executive of the Labour Party, but even there he kept very
much in the background.
As time went on and the War continued,, he saw that,
unless he took some steps to rehabilitate himself in the eyes
of the Party, his political career was ended. There was one
way in which this could be done. He must address the Annual
Conference of the Party ; his success at Conferences had always
been extraordinary. He was confident that his persuasive
eloquence would win round the delegates and so restore his
prestige. On 16 January 1916 the fifteenth Annual Conference
of the Labour Party was held at Bristol. This was his
opportunity.
The first resolution was moved by Jim Sexton, now Sir
James Sexton, of the Transport Workers' Union. It declared
that the present action of the Government was fully justified
in the present War, expressed its horror at the atrocities com-
mitted by Germany and her ally, and pledged the Conference
to assist the Government as far as possible in the successful
prosecution of the War. This resolution raised the clear issue
for or against the War and the Government's conduct of it.
MacDonald seized the first chance of intervening. His
speech had been so carefully prepared that it c smelt of the
lamp/ It was cleverly planned to obtain the maximum of
agreement. It avoided points of difference and was conciliatory
and persuasive. He had not risen for the purpose of raising
any controversial question, he said, but he besought them to
exercise that toleration which was their beneficent characteristic.
There was one accusation hurled against MacDonald during
this War period which hurt him deeply. It was cpntained
in the epithet ' pro-German.3 The Independent Labour
Party had been accused of being pro-German. He repudiated
the suggestion ; they were not pro-German. Indeed, they were
the most anti-German of any section of the nation. If he. and
his friends had gone astray, it was not because they wanted
any mishap to befall our nation either as a political entity or
as a spiritual expression of human needs and human endeavours.
The difference between him and his friend Sexton was
infinitesimal. He had one point of criticism. Referring to the
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